General procedure for Heck reactions, preparation of complex 6 and characterization data 
General information
All reactions were carried out under a nitrogen atmosphere using standard Schlenk techniques. Commercially available solvents were used. All processes of separations of the products were performed by column chromatography. GC-MS analysis was performed on an Agilent 5890 gas chromatograph (Restek Rtx-5MS fused silica capillary column: 30 m, 0.25 mm, 0.5 μm) with an Agilent 5972 mass selective detector.
Routine 1 H NMR spectra were recorded on a Varian-400 spectrometer at 400.00 MHz.
The chemical shifts are reported in ppm relative to internal standard TMS (δ = 0.0).
13
C NMR spectra were recorded at 100.7 MHz, respectively.
2. Preparation of 1-(2-methoxyphenyl)-1H-imidazole 5 and its complex with palladium
To a mixture of CuI (1.14 g, 6.0 mmol), 1,10-phenanthroline ( 
S4
Selected spectroscopic data for 5: added with a syringe and the reaction mixture was heated at 60 °C in an oil bath for 12 h. After completion of the reaction, the reaction mixture was cooled to room temperature, diluted with EtOAc, and filtered through a pad of Celite. The collected filtrate was then concentrated using a rotary evaporator, and the residue was purified by flash chromatography (10% EtOAc/hexane), which yielded 172 mg (96%) of transstilbene.
4. Typical procedure (Table 4 and 
